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letters or combinations of letters and sounds which make
up the words.
The sentence method approach usually rests upon an
organised, preliminary reading experience, such as a group
study or centre of interest in which some of the common
words occur.
Many teachers use a combination of methods such as
phonic-word whole or sentence-word whole. The essential
point is that children should not begin to learn reading by
an analytic phonic method, but should begin with words or
simple sentences.
MODERN DEVELOPMENTS IN THE TEACHING
OF READING
For the guidance of those concerned in the teaching of
reading it will be beneficial to catalogue briefly the modern
developments in reading instruction which are psychologically
sound. These make the teaching of reading more effective
and are characteristic of the best reading textbooks.
(i) The Use of Everyday Experiences as a Basis
for Reading Material
The psychological value of using the interests, the
activities and the experiences of children, and information
about children in other lands as progressive reading material
has now been firmly established. What the child does
and says, what he has himself seen and experienced through
play, projects and stories, is so vitalised for him that when
he meets these ideas embodied in the printed words he
has an excellent chance of understanding what they mean.
As has been shown in Chapters I and II, one of the most
important factors in teaching children to read is to see
that they are in possession of the ideas conveyed by phrases
and sentences. We must ensure this by selecting from
their experiences (where the environment is satisfactory)